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Dairy farm grazing app a first for NZ farmers

A new phone app has been released that fills a gap in the market, 
by providing a quick and easy way for New Zealand dairy farmers 
to calculate common grazing equations.

This app was the brainchild of Reporoa dairy farmer Robert Hathaway, 
who recognised the need for a simple app that allows him to do quick 
grazing calculations. New Zealand dairy farming is getting a lot more 
technical and keeping up with innovations and advances is now essential 
to good farming practice.  ‘I used to use my eye a lot more but I wanted 
to be able to play with numbers and run various scenarios, this app does 
that. From there, I can decide whether I need to add further 
supplements.’ Said Mr Hathaway.

He quickly consulted his sister Louise Hathaway, a freelance web and app 
designer who used her expertise to develop the app. ‘We ran it by several 
other dairy farmers and farm consultants and got a very positive 
response. They instantly saw how it makes the farmers’ job so much 
easier.  Much of that comes from the simplistic design, its not fussy and its
designed to be used in the paddock. If you can use a calculator, you can 
use our app.’ Said Dr Hathaway.

The Hathaway duo then decided to release the app on the market, for the 
benefit of other farmers. It can be found on iTunes for Apple and Google 
Play for Andriod phones and links to it can be found on the website 
grazingcalculator.wordpress.com or by liking their Facebook page 
facebook.com/GrazeCalc

END- see next page for full specs of app
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About the calculators:

• Days in Paddock – work out the approximate number of days to 
leave a specific number of cows in a paddock using either:
◦ kg dry matter allocation per cow per day based on paddock size 

(ha), cover (kgDM/ha) and residual (kgDM/ha).
◦ square meter allocation per cow per day based on paddock size 

(ha)

• kgDM/Cow/Day – work out approximately how many kg of dry 
matter per cow per day you will get from a paddock based on 
paddock size (ha), cover (kgDM/ha), residual (kgDM/ha), number 
of cows and number of days.

• Crop Allocation – work out the approximate area of crop to 
allocate (in square meters) based on yield (tonnes DM per hectare),
the number of cows and the kg dry matter per cow per day 
required.

• Pre-Grazing Cover - Work out the target pre-grazing cover or the 
paddock trigger level (in kg of dry matter) based on stocking rate 
(cows/ha), intake (kgDM/cow), round length or rotation (days) and 
the optimum residual (kgDM/ha).

• Optimum Average Pasture Cover - Work out the approximate 
average pasture cover for your farm based the pre-grazing cover 
and optimum residual. Enter the values directly or import them 
from the Pre-Grazing Cover calculator.

Other Features:

• Send a SMS containing the values used and the result of the 
calculation.

 


